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REPLY 




Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 2023 1 

RESPONSE TO THE EXAMINER'S FINAL OFFICE ACTION 

In reply to the Office Action dated September 26, 2002, designated as Paper No. 12 in 
the above-captioned application, please enter the following amendments and Remarks as 
follows: 


Please amend claim 1 as follows: 

(Twice Amended) 1 . A method of protecting a silica-containing article used in the 
manufacture of an optical fiber, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a silica-containing article used in the manufacture of an optical fiber; 

applying a protective organic layer to the silica-containing article; 

removing, by cleaning, particulates from the protective layer; and 

ablating by heating the protective layer during subsequent processing of the silica- 
containing article. 


In the Claims 


